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We’ve Got You Covered 
Letter from the Editor 


Brothers and Sisters! 


More than anything right now I’m eager and excited for what is to come. In the 
midst of ‘panic, peace is distributed to those who are faithful to the vision. We 
have a powerful collective vision and J hope that this newsletter brings each 
reader some sense of ‘peace. In these ag times, remind yourself that crisis 
creates opportunity and that ts the theme of this season’s report. J also invite 
you to pray and meditate on Pslam 7 with me. 


About a month before Michigan’s “Stay home, Sta safe" order went into effect 
my partner in the struggle, Sincere Crown, leaded with me that "something has 
to break” in order ‘for real change to te ae corrections departments, espe- 
cially in Michigan. Not too long after that call, the coronavirus pandemic 
reached the Untted States. On Friday, March 13th while gettin ready to visit 
Sincere, J gota call from my ride that visits were being banne eg ee 
notice” due to Coronavirus. This was a call that V’m sure broke hundreds o 
thoudsands of hearts across the country on both sides of the wall. The seemingly 
sensless ‘precaution’ for some still didn’t stop the spread of the virus. Numbers 
opie and rapidly grew from 2 officers at 2 facilities to over 1,623 cases ac- 
YOSS 30 facilities just six weeks later. 


Michigan isn’t unique, the number os coronavirus cases ts cA Audraaged im- 
pacting people in prison at a much igher rate. In response to the crisis, se 
all over the country have been able to use this moment of uncertainty to advo- 
cate for overdue sentencing solutions that many were otherwise too aw, to 
uncover. ok with ea fs pe one of the epicenters of the prison pandemic, 


you will also find resources for people in prison during the coronavirus crisis. 


We understand that people in prison are also in need of ‘financial support, with 
many families struggling during this economic crisis so we have researched dif- ~ TRY TO REPLACE THE 
ferent ways that people in prison could get access to stimulus money. Please con- » NAPHIN DAILY 
sider whether you are eligible to benefit from the Coronavirus Stimulus Package A : 

and whether it would have a positive impact on you. ‘Across the country, pon 
are advocating or and expecting releases in response to Covid-19 and a stimulus 
check could he lp many individuals preparing a their transition back into soci- 


ety. 
In Solidarity, 


Amant Sawart 
@Sawarimt 
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JLS National Prison Strike 
Calls Cover Corona 


ie a 


°, 


~~ 


by Amani Sawari February 11, 2020 | www.sawarimi.org 


Before the conditions of the word crumbled; when people were allowed to 
gather, rally and protest; prisoners around the world shifted the mass con- 
sciousness away from any last remaining tendencies from the “tough-on- 
crime” era. A spotlight beamed into the darkest corners of society as 
people in prison in seventeen states refused to work in the positions as- 
signed to them or eat the food served to them from August 21, 2018 
through September 9th. Prisoners unified in order to amplify ten demands 
with the hopes of transformative change that would impact the criminal 
legal system, before it burst at the seams. 


With with a national health crisis creeping into every corner of society, 
even the dark ones, the prison bubble is rapidly boiling over. Had we im- 
mediately applied those National Prison Strike demands when they were 
were promoted in 2018, it’s hard to imagine that we would be our current 
health crisis situation that places tens of thousands of incarcerated 
people’s lives at risk. The cramped, overcrowded conditions of a prison 
where people are housed on top of one another, cross contamination is 
prevalent and people are not given regular opportunities to clean them- 
selves or their property is a breeding ground for illness and disease. As 
the spokesperson for the National Prison Strike, | can’t help but wonder if 
now Corona is what is takes for people to listen. 


Bringing the Person into Focus, by Eliminating State Profit on 
Labor 

We begin with a call for Immediate improvements to the conditions of 
prisons and prison policies that recognize the humanity of imprisoned men 
and women. With policies allowing for humans to be warehoused, packed 
less a few three feet apart in a gym or lobby to accommodate extra 
bodies, the pandemic amplifies the need for this demand to be addressed. 
Over the past few weeks organizers have called for Corrections depart- 
ments to reduce the amount of people confined to their ‘care’ and give 
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prisoners free access to cleaning products, soaps, preventative supplies, 
hand sanitizer and other items that would provide relief while decreasing 
the potential for a nasty spread. 


Rather than being provided with these products, people in prison have 
been staffed to fill in the gaps of labor created by the social distancing or- 
ders on the outside. In several states prison labor has been used to craft 
masks (South Carolina & Texas), bottle hand sanitizer (New York) and sew 
hospital gowns (Washington). Prisoners, unable to practice social distanc- 
ing, are working for free (and for pennies an hour like in GA) which is why 
prisoners called for an immediate end to prison slavery. All persons impris- 
oned in any place of detention under United States jurisdiction must be 
paid the prevailing wage in their state or territory for their labor. In order to 
combat this legislation has been introduced in multiple states to raise the 
wage of people working in prison to be equal to minimum wages for 
people on the outside. Without these types of laws in place we will con- 
tinue to see corrections demonstrate profits over people, instead of val- 
uing people over potential profits. 


Making Rehabilitation Essential in Corrections by Eliminating 
Overcrowding 

As a result of the Coronavirus crisis every prison has responded by stop- 
ping the flow of “nonessential” personnel this includes ending visitation 
stoping people from seeing their loved ones, ending programming by re- 
stricting outside volunteers from coming in and most devastatingly, sus- 
pending staff positions that are labeled “nonessential”. During the crisis 
the Ombudsman, a non biased office that addresses prisoners concerns 
of abuse, has not been qualified as essential staff and as a result is not 
admitted to enter the prison facility during the crisis. In times of crisis cor- 
rection’s grips onto punitive methods, further punishing people in situ- 
ations for which they have no control. This normalized path of abuse and 
silencing of people’s voices while in prison is why the Prison Litigation Re- 
form Act must be rescinded, allowing imprisoned humans a proper chan- 
nel to address grievances and violations of their rights. This further 
exasperates the problem that people in prison face when attempting to 
have their concerns addressed. 


Our corrections department functions as if there is no room for growth or 
development, when these should be the focus of the department’s mis- 
sion. This problem is incited by policies like Truth in Sentencing (TIS) laws 
and the Sentencing Reform Act that mandate minimums and contribute to 
massive overcrowding nationwide. The Truth in Sentencing Act and the 
Sentencing Reform Act must be rescinded so that imprisoned humans 
have a possibility of rehabilitation and parole. No human shall be sen- 
tenced to Death by Incarceration or serve any sentence without the pos- 
sibility of parole. The prevalence of death by incarceration is an indication 
of massive failure within our “corrections” department. In the few states 
where TIS laws are still active, like Michigan, it is the main cause for over- 
crowding. TIS laws to not account for the individual process of rehabilita- 
tion that each person goes through. 


According to a February 2020 report by the Sentencing Project, the 
number of people serving life sentences in the United States exceeds the 
entire prison population of 1970! An immediate end to the racial over- 
charging, over-sentencing, and parole denials of Black and brown humans 


Black humans shall no longer be denied parole because the victim of the 
crime was white, which is a particular problem in southern states. A portion 
of this issue is exasperated by the racist sentencing guidelines that in- 
clude gang enhancement laws. People around the world argued against 
this injustice by calling for, An immediate end to racist gang enhancement 


laws targeting Black and brown humans. As a result of these types of in- 

flated sentences, we see a devastating impact on the smaller urban com- 
munities where the majority of prisoners are from, like how we’ve seen on 
death row in Colorado. 


Embrace Rehabilitation in Funding Robust Education for those 
who Remain 

During the crisis many people in prison have been forced into a higher 
level of security. Lockdowns, decreased movement, restrictions on outside 
visitors and refused entry to those labeled as non-essential staff. This dev- 
astates prisoners’ ability to take advantage of rehabilitative programming 
as many prisoner educators are not considered “essential” personnel. The 
health crisis has created another barrier to incarcerated people’s educa- 
tion. This joins restrictions on those considered violent offenders, lifers and 
people more than a few years from their outdate. These restrictions are 
another symptom of overcrowding, but they also work to continue to limit 
an educationally deprived population from academic access. 


No imprisoned human shall be denied access to rehabilitation programs at 
their place of detention because of their label as a violent offender or be- 
cause of the amount of time left on their sentence, their privilege status, 
age, religion or political affiliation. Without free access to a diverse range 
of educational rehabilitative programming in prison we are continuing a 
cycle of poverty that maintains a high recidivism rate. For example, in Col- 
orado where every single death row prisoner is a black male from the 
same high school we can see the public school to prison pipeline at play. 
Public schools, underfunded by the state are usually stifled of funding that 
could be allocated towards music, arts, or advanced elective classes that 
would keep students engaged and interested in higher education. We 
must force officials to break the cycle somewhere, why not in prison? 


This trend continues for students who (through a combination of factors) 
are swept up by the state from the class room into a prison cell. In an at- 
tempt to break the cycle of lackluster learning opportunities prisoners de- 
mand that the state appropriate funds to address this critical need, State 
prisons must be funded specifically to offer more rehabilitation services. As 
the state adds more robust and engaging learning opportunities into its in- 
stitutions, there will naturally be more of an interest (among students in 
public schools and people in prison) to take advantage of higher education 
opportunities. 


Unfortunately, the vast majority of people in prison, even when interested, 
cannot afford to take college courses, purchase text books, or have ac- 
cess to online courses. Prisoners who use their incarceration to obtain a 
higher level of education drastically lower the chances of recidivism. This 
is why Jailhouse Lawyers Speak recommended that Pell grants must be 
reinstated in all US states and territories because when the state funds a 
degree or certificate it drastically reduces the number of years that tax- 
payers would have continued to pay for that same person to sit in prison. 


Let them Go or Let them Vote 

The destitute conditions of our states’ prisons can be attributed to a lack of 
influence on public policy by impacted people. When people are unable to 
vote during or after their incarceration, our democracy fails to serve the 
gaps that are created by a system that distances itself from millions of its 
own citizens. In order to reduce this gap between people and their govern- 
ment both sides of the wall call for, The voting rights of all confined citizens 
serving prison sentences, pretrial detainees, and so-called “ex-felons” 
must be counted. Representation is demanded. All voices count. 


Restoring voting rights to impacted people would create an avenue for 
resolution, but only for a government that is committed to the health of all 
of its people on both sides of the wall. Officials that would allow millions of 
its citizens to suffer the fate of death by incarcerated due to its own policy 
failures must be pressured by the public in order for us to see the aggres- 
sive changes that we need to see during the slim window that we have as 
we approach the climax of the crisis these unprecedented times. 


In addition to publishing content raising awareness about the Right2Vote 
Campaign and other related projects, SawariMedia collaborates with or- 
ganizers across the country on criminal justice reform initiatives and proj- 
ects to protect the human rights of people in prison. During the current 
pandemic people in priso nstruggle to get access to the products they 
need to be stay healthy and keep themselves safe from the coronavirus. 
In an effort to combat this we’ve consolidated the following resources. 


Prisoner Legal Action Network (PLAN) 

Amani Sawari works as apart of the Midwestern PLAN teams serving 
Michigan and Illinois. Please initiate your legal relationship with PLAN by 
submitting the form: LEGAL OBSERVER AFFIDAVITS AFFORD PRIS- 
ONERS A WAY TO DOCUMENT RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND SEEK 
PROFESIONAL SUPPORT to National Lawyers Guild 132 Nassau St. 
Room 922, New York, NY 10038 


Michigan Department of Attorney General Conviction Integrity Unit 
Mission: Investigates claims of innocence to determine whether there is 
clear and convincing new evidence that the convicted defendant was not 
the person who committed the conviction offense. 

Contact: Antonia Giles 

3030 W. Grand Blvd. Ste. 10-200 

Detroit, MI 48202 


Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights & Urban Affairs 
Mission: We fight discrimination against all people, but we put special 
focus on the central role that current and historic race discrimination plays 
in sustaining inequity. 

700 14th St. NW, Ste 400 

Washington, D.C. 20005 


Michigan Coronavirus Care Packs established with the support of the 
Detroit Justice Center, the Good Time Campaign to Repeal TIS, Sawar- 
iMedia LLC and individual donors in order to assist with the purchase of 
items that would reduce the spread of coronavirus on the inside. Requests 
can be submited online at https://forms.gle/gSd7xvEftaxe7brN8 


Black and Pink organanized Mutual Aid for Massachusetts Prisoners for 
Covid-19 by sending $10 to each Black and Pink -Boston, and Deeper 
Than Water member. This will provide the resources for people locked up 
in MA to purchase necessary items to protect against COVID-19. 
Contact Organizer Katie Omberg 

6223 Maple St #4428 

Omaha, NE 681043 


Solidarity Watch is compiling firsthand accounts prisoners and their fam- 
ilies about how prisons, jails, and detention centers across the country are 
dealing with the virus. Keep in mind that they are mosily publishing anony- 
mously on social media with the tag #COVID1 9behindbars (unless you or 
your LO would like to be identified or have the facility identified). Those 
with stories to share can ontact Valerie via text/call at 202.582.9594 or 
email valerie @solitarywatch.org 


Please be aware that in the event of a medical emergency corrections 
staff are not authrorised to release a prisoner’s health status or report a 
medical incident to their family, even if a concerned family member calls to 
request such infromation. You can avoid this probelm by completing an 
AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF MEDICAL INFORMATION form 
with your state corrections department. 


SawariMedia accepts contributions from people in prison in the form of 
stamps, articles, artwork and poetry. We partner with organizers to amplify 
your voices, empowering grassroots organizing networks across the coun- 
try. This publication and its campaign are about you and our most mean- 
ingful contributions come from the inside. For readers interested in 
submitting: handwritten or typed can be sent to P.O. Box 2278, Detroit, MI 
48202 or emailed to: <amanisawari@gmail.com> Please also write your 
return address directly onto the body of your letter or back of your artwork 
submission. Information is no longer privillaged once it is sent to Sawar- 
iMedia LLC. Privillaged evidence should be sent directly to the National 
Lawyers Guild at 132 Nassau St. Room 922, New York, NY 10038 
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ISSUEVOTER 


IssueVoter is a nonpartisan organization with a mission to give everyone a voice in our democracy. IssueVoter is working 
with Right2Vote to highlight four pieces of outstanding legislation in Congress and we encourage you to send your opinion on 
any or all of these to your representative. You may write to your representative at the address on the following page, and let 
them know which issues you care about and how you would like them to vote on these bills. Every constituent contact is 
counted by each representative's staff, no matter whether it is received by mail or phone. Please make your voice heard! 


Should formerly incarcerated people be able to vote in federal elections? 


Tajamexel erecta! Passed Senate Resolving Differences To President 


& Democracy Restoration Act of 2019 (H.R. 196) 


Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties 

This bill addresses the voting rights of persons convicted of a criminal offense and the restoration of their voting rights. The 
bill declares that the right of a U.S. citizen to vote in any election for federal office shall not be denied or abridged because 
that individual has been convicted of a criminal offense unless, at the time of the election, such individual is serving a felony 
sentence. This bill would restore federal voting rights to people released from prison. 

Sponsor: Rep. Jerrold Nadler (Democrat, New York, District 10) 


Should certain criminal arrest records be sealed from the public? 


Tajamexel erecta! Passed Senate Resolving Differences To President 


§& Clean Slate Act of 2019 (H.R. 2348) 


Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 

This bill would automatically seal criminal records for certain arrests and nonviolent offenses. Criminal records would be 
sealed one year after the person completes every requirement of their sentence. 

Sponsor: Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (Democrat, Delaware, At-Large) 


Should inmates be allowed a shortened or reconsidered sentence? 


Introduced Passed Senate Resolving Differences To President 


FE Second Look Act of 2019 (H.R. 3795) 


Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 

This bill allows for a reconsideration of an inmate’s sentence based on certain qualifications. Those include a sentence 
longer than 10 years, length served no less than 10 years, if the inmate is no longer a threat to any person, and if the inmate 
demonstrates the ability to reenter the greater community successfully. Additional factors to be considered include the 
nature of the offense, the age at the time of the offense, details of juvenile cases, victim statements, and mental/physical 
examinations. Finally, there is a requirement of the US Sentencing Commission to submit an annual report to the Judiciary 
Committees of the House and the Senate detailing the amount of reductions and information about each case. 

Sponsor: Rep. Karen Bass (Democrat, California, District 37) 


Should inmates be allowed a shortened or reconsidered sentence? 


Introduced Passed Senate Resolving Differences To President 


E& Justice Safety Valve Act of 2019 (H.R. 1097) 


Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 

HR 1097 allows for the courts to impose a sentence below the minimum mandatory sentence. This would only be done if 
the court found sufficient evidence that the mandatory minimum is longer than necessary. 

Sponsor: Rep. Robert Scott (Democrat, Virginia, District 3) 


Federal prisons make inmate calling, video visits free during pandemic 
*y, 4/14/2020 from POLITICO - Written by John Hendel 


Sen. Amy Klobuchar had led a dozen senators in raising the issue of exorbitantly high costs phone carriers charge to prison inmates. 


The Federal Bureau of Prisons is making calling and video visitation free for inmates after the coronavirus forced a halt to 
in-person visits, the agency said in a letter to Congress obtained by POLITICO. 


“Effective April 9, 2020, telephone calls were made free for the inmate population,’ bureau Director Michael Carvajal wrote 
in the letter dated Friday to Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), who had led a dozen senators in raising the issue of the 
exorbitantly high costs that phone carriers charge to prison inmates. The bureau oversees 122 prisons throughout the U.S. 


“Video-visiting, which is available to our female population, was also made free on that same date,” Carvajal added. He also 
described efforts to allow inmates to confidentially communicate with legal counsel outside of the view of prison staff. 


Inmate advocates for years have decried the costs that prisoners and their families pay for phone calls, concerns aggravated 
as prisons in recent weeks ended in-person social and legal visitation. 


Last month's $2.2 trillion relief package from Congress included language, with the Justice Department's blessing, allowing 
the bureau to make such communication services free for inmates if emergency conditions materially affect operations. 
Carvajal's letter confirmed that it had done so. 


Klobuchar had joined senators including Dick Durbin (D-III.), Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Kamala Harris (D-Calif.) and Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.) in pressing the bureau on the issue last week. 


“Studies have demonstrated family contact is a valuable source of support during incarceration and that those who maintain 
contact with their family experience lower rates of recidivism after release,’ the senators wrote in an earlier letter last 
month, noting that “inmates are still required to pay as much as 25 cents per minute in addition to fees charged each call.’ 


Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) has separately urged the bureau to make prison phone calls free. 


Should formerly incarcerated people be able to vote in federal elections? 


Tajamexelerecta| Passed Senate Resolving Differences To President 


E COVID-19 Correctional Facility Emergency Response Act of 2020 (H.R. 6414) 


This bill provides funding for correctional facilities to test, treat, and provide additional services for inmates during 
coronavirus. 
Sponsor: Rep. Jerrold Nadler (Democrat, New York, District 10) 


C C Opponents say C C Proponents say 


“Congress must do all we can to assist state and local 


There is no publicly stated opposition to this bill 
at the time of printing. 


governments as they combat this disease. That includes 
allocating funds to provide testing and treatment for 
COVID-19 in correctional facilities. On top of that, those 
who are highly susceptible to COVID-19 like pregnant 
women, people over age 55, or those with serious 
chronic medical condition who pose a low risk to the 
public should be immediately released to home 
confinement. This is a matter of public health...” 

- Rep. Karen Bass (Democrat, California, District 37) 


= 
Instructions prison is no place for a pandemic. 
governor whitmer & director washington, 
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Stimulus Check 4 2207 » Sam 


You can’t get a check if you’ve been convicted but é 





you can if you haven’t é twitter storm: 
we EVERY TUESDAY 1-3pm 
a Se 
Source: hitps://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-pay- & 


: : it.Iv/ ipe iQO-socl: 
ment-information-center#more bit.ly/letmipeoplego-social 


Q.41: What Should | do to return an economic impact payment 
(EIP)? (updated May 11, 2020) 


lf the payment was a paper check: 





1. Write "Void" in the endorsement section on the back of the 
check. 

2. Mail the voided Treasury check immediately to the appropriate 
IRS location listed below. 

3. Don't staple, bend, or paper clip the check. 


4. Include a note stating the reason for returning the check. = ro Mm T h eC 


If the payment was a paper check and you have cashed it, or if — ad O ° 

the payment was a direct deposit: I Nn S l e U t 8 
STRENGTHENING YOUR 

1. Submit a personal check, money order, etc., immediately to POLITICAL POWER WHILE IN 

the appropriate IRS location listed below. ISOLATION 


2. Write on the check/money order made payable to “U.S. Treas- 
ury” and write 2020EIP, and the taxpayer identification number 





(social security number, or individual taxpayer identification What: Virtual Workshop 

number) of the recipient of the check. Where: Zoom 

3. Include a brief explanation of the reason for returning the EIP. When: Tuesday, May 19 

7 5:30 - 7:30pm 

An example breif explanation to include with the return: Featuring Amani Sawari, human rights 


and organizer. 


Due to my incarcertion | am no longer elible to receive an an 


economic impact payment according to the IRS’ recently up- 
dated decision. Register online at: 


https://www.facebook.com/events/15059003595844 
While the vast majority of incarcerated citizens are no longer eli- 90/ 
gible to recieve an economic impact payment there is a small mi- 
nority who are still eligible, these include pe-trial detainees. 
Please make sure to check your individual availability. 








MAY 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Pe non Tue wD Tm ear 


1 2 





If you or your family has questions about economic impact pay- 


ments for themselves or an incarcerated loved one please come : . ome | 9 
to one of our zoom sessions MEETING  OSAPANEL 
Thursdays at 5:00p from May 28th - July 9th mourns “S12 ‘co ‘aie I” 
v 6.30PM UEDA BLAST 
. : ; 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Join Online https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/83740219311 Aalin oy vars 
25 26 27 28 23 30 
Meeting ID: 864 1801 8257 a yin v raven gg wd se 
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Why People in Prison SHOULD 
Receive Stimulus Money 
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by Amani Sawari May 11, 2020 | www.sawarimi.org 


Weeks after passing the stimulus package, the IRS made a recent de- 
termination that convicted, incarcerated people an were not eligible to 
receive stimulus money. This extremely disheartening for me as a pris- 
oner human rights advocate and community organizer because after 
seeing that incarcerated people were not written out of the legislation | 
was excited to look for ways to organize my community around making 
sure that imprisoned people got access to the support needed for them 
to stay safe and to stop the spread of the coronavirus in prisons were 
the number of cases has been rapidly growing. 


While | worked with a team of organizers across the country to put to- 
gether materials to distribute to incarcerated people instructing them on 
methods to use in order have access to stimulus funding, it seems like 
public officials were doing the opposite. Not long after investing time, 
money and energy into putting together these materials; just before they 
were going to be sent to my incarcerated subscribers of the Right2Vote 
Report; the IRS released their determination that there were three cate- 
gories of folks who could no longer receive stimulus support. Those 
groups included: the deceased, the undocumented and the incarcer- 
ated. 


I’m writing this article to vent my frustration as well as to list reasons 
why incarcerated people should receive stimulus money in the hopes 
that advocates will voice their concern to officials as to why incarcerated 
people aren't receiving the support that they desperately need during 
this crisis. If stimulus money is a pool of funding exclusively allocated to- 
wards providing relief to those suffering as a result of an unprecedented 
health crisis, why are incarcerated citizens purposefully being left to 
die? 


People in prison more than qualify as individuals in desperate need of 
relief, we’ve already seen numbers of coronavirus cases in prison shoot 
up into the thousands over the past couple months due to the correc- 
tions department failure to properly manage the populations that they 
are responsible for protecting. We all know that it is virtually impossible 
for people in prison to practice social distancing or many of the rec- 
ommendations promoted by the CDC and rat and this is solely due to 
overcrowded, under-sanitized facilities that we’ve built in mass across 
the country. 


Another purpose of stimulus money is to boost the economy. For some 
reason many fail to see the essential role that people in prison play in 
America’s economic structure. Slaves, which include prisoners accord- 
ing to the 13th amendment of the constitution, have been a critical 
thread in the American fabric since the country’s inception. We can see 
how valuable incarcerated members of our economy are as we've turn 
to their labor forces in the hight of the Coronavirus crisis: recruited to 
make masks, bottle hand sanitizer and sew together hospital gowns. 
The state New York went as far as placing inmates onto 


Hart Island to manage the masses of infected bodies shipped there for 
incineration. Public outrage pushed the state to replace inmates with 
contracted workers. Why hasn’t public outrage expanded to fully pro- 
tect prisoners from dying themselves? 


My hope is that this publication can reverse that trend. People in 
prison need access to hygiene products, medications and cleaning 
supplies just as much we we do on the outside, but these all come at 
an exorbitant cost when being paid pennies an hour. People in prison 
need access to stimulus money, just as much as we do on the outside. 
Knowing how much incarcerated people have been cheated out of 
wages for decades to do the work that we’re desperate to have done 
for the benefit of public health and our economic vitality, how is it that 
we could carve them out of receiving stimulus support? 


It’s true that not all people in prison are employed, but for those incar- 
cerated folks who do not work they depend on their families support to 
get access to the products the need to pay for: these include money to 
talk on the phone, soaps, deodorants, commissary foods, winter 
clothes, and many other items. Their families are forced to foot this 
bill, many families of whom have increased financial instablity as a re- 
sult of the crisis. Regardless of the source of their income: whether is 
be employment, family, gambling over games of cards or selling their 
artwork; people in prison must pay taxes on what they purchase 
whether it’s a bottle of vitamins or a honey bun, they pay taxes on that 
item...talk about taxation without representation. 


Along with that people in prison need to have access to stimulus 
money because the stimulus money that their loved ones receive is 
nowhere near enough to also cover supporting the incarcerated per- 
son. Revenue streams of support that incarcerated people have de- 
pended on, have been disrupted: mothers with incarcerated sons, 
husbands with incarcerated wives and children with incarcerated par- 
ents are finding it even more difficult to continue to support their incar- 
cerated loved one under the pandemic conditions. How is it that we 
could write over two million people in desperate need of support out of 
our main pathway for support? 


The only way that our federal government can do this, without it being 
a complete shot in the hearts of all those directly impacted by the re- 
cent IRS decision is if they carve out another method for supporting in- 
carcerated people directly during this time. It cannot be left up to the 
states to manage their incarcerated populations. The federal govern- 
ment needs to come out with specific recommendations or demands 
that each state must meet in order for their corrections department to 
adhere the requirements mandated by the federal government. Those 
requirements should include: (1) Releasing all individuals who are 
past their earliest release date (2) Suspending any truth in sentencing 
laws which contribute to dangerous overcrowded conditions and (3) 
Releasing all medically frail, vulnerable populations. Simply being in- 
carcerated during this pandemic makes you dangerously more vulner- 
able to the coronavirus. Incarceration rises the probability of 
contracting the coronavirus exponentially. In order for officials to show 
that it is not their intention for millions of people to die in cages from 
the coronavirus, they must reduce the amount of people who are in 
prisons, jails and detention centers during this pandemic. If the federal 
government is willing to be explicit about writing incarcerated people 
out of stimulus support, then they also need to be explicit about writing 
incarcerated people into some other form of direct support. 


For us to stand by and watch hundreds of people die from close 
quarters during a viral outbreak is a way of reinstating the death pen- 
alty. We are watching death by incarceration take place at unprece- 
dented levels and if that is not our intention, it’s our responsibility to 
call on prison and public officials to do what needs to be done in order 
to protect people in prison. We can no longer be a people waiting on 
the sidelines, we are all at home watching and waiting, now we need 
to be demanding. 
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Prepare Your “Preparer 


Most people in prison are completely unaware that they may qualify 
to receive a stimulus check from the IRS through the Coronavirus 
Stimulus Package. This specifically applies to people who have 
earned wages for work contracted by the prison, a third party, or pri- 
vate company. Stimulus checks are being sent to citizens using the 
information submitted on their most recent tax returns, but as a per- 
son working in prison, you may have never filed a tax return. 


Although one's tax return is the main way that citizens are targeted 
for payment, a large number of people in need (on both sides of the 
wall) do not file annual tax returns. This includes people who make 
less than $12,200 a year who are not required to file taxes. People in 
prison also meet that requirement. 


How can we get stimulus money to the people who need it the most 
that haven't recently filed taxes? To fix this problem the IRS has 
created a special online form for “Non-Filers”. If you do not have in- 
ternet access you will need a “Preparer” to file on your behalf which 
can be a family member or friend. The non-filer form, “EIP 2020 Form 
1040”, is a simple online portal that you can walk through with your 
preparer in less than 15 minutes over the phone. Be sure your pre- 
parer is someone you trust to handle your information. 


Please note that while you may be eligible to receive stimulus fund- 
ing, depending on your financial status with the prison, it may not be 
in your best interest to have a stimulus check mailed to you at the fa- 
cility or mailed to you at all. Depending on an individual prisoner's 
status, more money may be deducted from your stimulus check than 
you may expect. For example, indigent prisoners (who could not af- 
ford their own stamps, soaps, etc.) would be charged for the pro- 
ducts and services they've used throughout their incarceration. 
Similarly, some individuals have restitution fees to pay, those fees 
may be deducted by the Deptartment of Corrections from any stimu- 
lus monies you are dispersed by the IRS. These types of deductions 
may also apply to court ordered fines and other payments like child 
support and can quickly stack up. Before filing make sure to check 
on if these types of fees, fines, or deductions could impact you. 


It is up to you to determine whether completing the non-filers 1040 
form would benefit your situation. Knowing that some prisoners 
would have to pay restitution upon their release, why not get it paid 
off through this method? For many people in prison who struggle to 
get support for paying these types of fees, this could be a great way 
to get them paid off so that accounts can be balanced and reopened. 


There are also thousands of people who are advocating for and ex- 
pecting to be released in response to COVID and stimulus check 
money can support these individuals greatly in their transition back to 
society. 


For more information or support with filling out the online form in- 
struct your preparer to join us at one of the upcoming sessions using 
the details below, happing on Thursdays at 5:00p beginning at the 
end of May through June and July until the new July filing deadline. 


Topic: Stimulus Checks for Incarcerated People 
Time: Every Thursday at 5:00p 
From May 28, 2020 until Jul 9, 2020, 7 occurrence(s) 


Join Online https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/86418018257 
Meeting ID: 864 1801 8257 


Dial by your closest location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York/Michigan) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Find your local number: https://usO2web.zoom.us/u/kKdRR8MC6Z6 
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